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Dec— Jan. 4o9 1815—1816. 

1815. Dec. 1. (Wistar ; R. Patterson, J. Gilpin, T. Gil- 
pin, Morgan, Hassler, Carrie, Hembel, Barton, Jr., Hewson, 
Cutbush, Oolhoun, R. M. Patterson, Vaughan, Nicholls, In- 
gersoll.) 

No papers for the Magellanic Premium. 
Donation from B. S. Barton. 

Librarian directed to import Thomson's Annals of Phi- 
losophy from the commencement and to take it regularly. 

1815. Dec. 15. (Patterson ; and 14 others.) 

An abstract of the paper by Jas. Austin, of Lycoming 
county, Pa., was reported and adopted. 

Historical Committee reported its organization : W. Tilgh- 
man, Chairman ; P. S. Duponceau, Corresponding Secretary ; 
J. Vaughan, Recording Secretary ; a Book of Minutes ; 
several meetings ; and extensive correspondence. 

Clock in front of the Hall to be kept in order by Mr. 
Parker, so that " the Publick may confide in it as a correct 
regulator of time." 

Donations from G. Graberg di Hemso, Abbe Gregoire, D. 
de Nemours, Veter. Soc, Copenhagen E. Viborg, Sec'y, and 
F. R. Hassler. 

"On cramp," by Dupont de Nemours, was referred to 
Hewson, James, Barton, Jr. 

" On the genus Bartonia," by B. S. Barton ; referred to 
W. Barton, Collins, Correa. 

Historical Committee allowed to change from Monday to 
Wednesday. 

Auditing Committee : Haines and Colhoun. 

1816. JarCy 5. (13 present.) 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Caspar Wistar. 

Vice-Presidents — Robt. Patterson, W. Tilghman, P. S. 
Duponceau. 



Jan.— Feb. 4fo0 1816 

Secretaries — T. C. James, N. Chapman, T. T. Hewson, R. 
M. Patterson. 

Councillors — W. White, Hor. Binney, J. Sergeant, W. 
Eawle. 

Curators— Z. Collins, Jas. Cloud, S. Colhoun. 

Treasurer — J. Vaughan. 

1816. Jan'y 19. (Wistar; Messrs. Patterson, Duponceau, 
Cutbush, Nichols, Josh. Gilpin, T. Gilpin, Cooper, Gibson, 
Rawle, Haines, Collins, Vaughan, Correa, J. R. Smith, Drs. 
Collin, Seybert, Barton, Mease, Bolman, Currie, Beasley, 
Allison, Colhoun, Patterson, Chapman, Parrish, 27.) 

Donations from Lond. R. S., Hort. 8. and S. Arts ; Jos. 
Reed, McMahon, B. D. "Warden, Michaux, Hodge and Dear- 
born. 

"On the head bones of an animal found at Big Bone 
Lick by Gen. Clark," by Dr. Wistar, was referred to Col- 
lins, Correa and Mease. 

" On Animal Heat" (criticising Ellis of Edinburgh), by 
Dr. Currie ; was referred to Seybert, Wistar and Cutbush. 

"Early Obs. on the Delaware climate, from Swedish 
records," by Dr. Collin ; was referred to Duponceau, Tilgh- 
man and Wistar. 

Librarian elected: J. Vaughan. 

Election of two new members: Gerhard Troost, of Mary- 
land, and Jos. Reed. 

1816. Feb'y 2. (Wistar ; and 12 others.) 

Dupont's paper; report read and adopted. 

" Natural & Statistical view of Cincinnati," by Dr. Dan. 
Drake, sent with a letter from Jefferson. 

Thanks voted to Mr. Sergeant for his zeal in obtaining 
Congressional documents. 

Election to membership : Resolutions offered and referred 
to the Board of Officers : — 

1. "That no person be admitted as a candidate for election into this So- 



Feb.— March. 46* 1818. 

ciety, unless the Society shall have an opportunity of judgingof his merits, 
either by a written communication made to them, or by some printed pro- 
duction known to the publick." 

2. " That it be required of those who propose any candidate to accom- 
pany the proposal by a written reference to the papers or works on which 
his claims are founded." 

Extra Magellanic Premium : Resolution offered and re- 
ferred to the Board : — 

"That the views of the Society relative to the extra-Magellanic fund, 
be extended so as to embrace the distribution or presentation of the pre- 
miums arising therefrom to the inventors or improvers of science generally, 
Medicine, Surgery or the Useful Arts." 



1816. FeVy 16. (Duponceau ; and 16 others.) 

Resolution proposed by Mr. Correa at the last meeting 
[sic], was reported approved by the Board. 

Donations from J. D. Farrer, La Fon and H. G. Spafford, 
of Albany, with a letter. 

College of Physicians' rent : Committee reported. Report 
adopted. [No explanation given.] 

Dr. Collin's paper : Report ordered to lie over. 

Dr. Wistar's description of the " Osseous fragment from 
Big Bone Lick, presented by Mr. Jefferson," was read and 
referred to Correa, Collins and Hewson. 

" On the Geological formation of the Natural Bridge in 
Virginia," by Mr. Gilmer, of Va., was read and referred to 
Collins, Cooper and Hare. 

1816. March 1. (Wistar ; and 12 others.) 

Extra-Magellanic Premium : The Board reported recom- 
mending an alteration of the terms so " as to leave to the 
discretion of the Society the amount of any premium to be 
given, instead of confining it between 20 & 45 Dollars." Re- 
port ordered to lie over. 

List of subjects on which papers should be invited for the 
Magellanic Premium, reported by the Board and laid over. 

Mr. Gilmer's paper reported for publication. 



March— April. 462 1816 , 

Dr. Barton's paper, on Bartonia (Dec. 15, 1815,): Com- 
mittee requested to report at the next meeting. 
Donations from G. Clymer, Duponceau, Vaughan. 
Correa's resolution postponed to next meeting. 



1816. March 15. (Tilghman ; and 27 others.) 

Dr. Barton's paper : Committee's report adopted. 

Donations from G. Clymer, T. H. Palmer, Vaughan, De 
Silver, Duponceau, Todd, Milner, Jos. Eeed. 

" A new method of investigating Conic Sections," by Dr. 
Patterson, was read and withdrawn by the author for com- 
pletion. 

Extra- Magellanic Premium: Recommendation of the 
Board of Officers adopted. 

Magellanic Premium: Discussion of the list of subjects 
postponed. 

Qualifications of candidates for membership : Discussion 
postponed. 

1816. April 5. (Duponceau ; and 24 others.) 

Dr. Currie was permitted to withdraw his paper of Janu- 
uary 19th. 

Donations from F. Nicholls, D. B. "Warden, Latour, 
Vaughan, T. Astley, P. Beauvois, Gregoire, Correa de Serra, 
Earle, "W. Meade, and the State of Pennsylvania. 

Magellanic list of subjects : Report of the Board adopted. 

Extra-Magellanic report of the Board amended and 
adopted. 

Qualification of candidate for membership: Resolution 
passed amended thus : 

"Besotted, That every nomination of a new member shall be made in 
the form of an open letter addressed to the President of the Society and 
signed by two members at least. 

"The letter shall state, in specific terms, the qualifications of the candi- 
date ; by what work or discovery he is known to the world as a man of 
literature or science ; what valuable communication or communications 



April-May. 463 ]816 . 

he has made to this or any other learned Society ; or what other substan- 
tial merits entitle him to membership. 

" Resolved, also, That the names of the candidates and of those who 
have proposed them shall be read at every meeting, immediately after 
verbal communications." 



1816. April 19. (R. Patterson ; and 22 others.) 

Auditing Committee's report was read and accepted. 

Donations from T. Forster, R. Haines, Graham, DuPon- 
ceau, Mrs. Barton, and W. Darby. 

" Cursory Obs. on the Art of making Iron and Steel from 
native ores of the U. S.," by Horatio Gates Spafford, was 
read in part. 

Extra-Magellanic resolution of April 5th reconsidered and 
amended, and again passed. 

Subjects for both premiums ordered to be published by 
the Librarian. 



1816. May 3. (Wistar ; and 16 others.) 

Donations from T. Bradford, Hopkinson, Humphreys, 
Vaughan, City Commissioners, London Society of Arts, &c. 

" Analysis of the blue iron earth of 1ST. Jersey," by Dr. 
Cooper, was read and referred to Collins, Hare and Patter- 
son. 

The reading of Mr. Spafford's paper was finished, and it 
was referred to Cooper, Cloud and Hembel. 

Transactions: Patterson and Duponceau a Committee "to 
report what materials for the formation of a volume are in 
the possession of the Society, and what probability there is 
that a volume can appear during the present year." 

1816. May 17. (Wistar; and 11 others.) 

Spafford'a paper: Committee reported that it required 
further confirmation and illustration. Adopted. 
Donations from Cooper, Ferrer, Pitkin, Coxe, J. D. Coxe, 



June. 464 li!le . 

Graydon, Danby, Drake, Mansfield, and the Academies at 
Stockholm and Turin. 

" On vanishing fractions," by Mr, Mansfield ; referred to 
Hassler, Patterson and Dr. Patterson. 

Observatory: R. Patterson, R. M. Patterson and Mr. Hass- 
ler were appointed a Committee " to examine whether the 
centre-house * formerly occupied by the machinery for sup- 
plying the city with water, be proper for an astronomical 
observatory, as preparatory to an application to be made by 
the Society for procuring it for that purpose." 

Linnaean Society : Permission was granted them " to 
hold their meetings in the room adjoining that in which the 
Society sits, now occupied by the College of Physicians," 
pending the consideration of their request. 

Botanical Garden: Rawle, Gibson and Duponceau ap- 
pointed a Committee " to enquire and report upon the pro- 
priety of petitioning the Corporation of this City to appro- 
priate the Potter's Field f for a botanical garden, under the 
direction of the Trustees of University." 

1816. June 21. (R. Patterson; and 16 others.) 

Dr. Cooper's paper was reported for publication. 

Observatory : Committee reported that the position of the 
centre-house " was extremely well calculated for the desired 
purpose, and moreover the only one in the city that was so ; 
and that all the alterations .... required .... might be 
made at a moderate expense." 

Vaughan, Patterson, Sergeant, Collins and Duponceau 
were then appointed a Committee " to apply to the Corpora- 
tion for the use of the building," or a part of it. 

Donations from W. Darby, J. J. Middleton, Dr. L. Valen- 
tine, DuPonceau, Yaughan, Hopkinson, Dr. S. Miller, D. B. 
Warden, Carlo Botta and David Parrish, " who also deposited 
a valuable collection of Ancient Medals and coins .... for 
safe keeping, subject to his order and to ... . instruction 
given to the Librarian." 

* Broad and Market streets. 

f The Potter's Field was the plot of ground at Sixth and Walnut streets, now 
known as the Washington Square. 



July— Aug.— Sept. 4bO 1S16. 

Proposed improvements in calculating surveys, by Mr. 
Austin, of Northumberland, was read and referred to Col- 
houn, Patterson and Hassler. 

Linnaean Society's request : — 

"SesoUed, That it is inconsistent with the interest and views of the 
A. P. 8., in the present state of their collection of Books and Minerals*. 
&c , to grant any new privilege to any other Societies of making use of the 
rooms in the tenure of this Society." 

1816. July 19. (Duponceau ; Correa, Nicholls, Seybert, 
Vaughan, Morgan, Mease, Gibson, Curry [sic], N. Biddle, 
10.) 

Observatory: Committee on Centre-square [sic] building 
was to meet a joint Committee of City Councils. Commit- 
tee continued, and " authorized to take the measures neces- 
sary to ensure the success of the application." 

Donations from Messrs. Short, Webster, Roberts, Spafl'ord, 
Bennet, Sully, and the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, 
London. 

Mr. Spafford was permitted to have his paper on Iron re- 
turned to him. 

Lewis Kunits' letter was read, " asking a premium for his 
method of multiplying leeches, stating that his father was 
the first to employ the American leech, and that he had 
spent much time in maturing his method of propagating 
them in his house in Philadelphia." Referred to Board of 
Officers. 

1816. Aug. 16. (Patterson ; Duponceau, Izard, Collins, 
Colhoun, Vaughan, Patterson, Dr. Patterson, 8.) 

Donations from Jos. Read, London Agricultural Society, 
and Rotterdam Philosophical Society. 

1816. Sept. 20. (Duponceau ; Patterson, Vaughan, Col- 
lins, Biddle, Barnwell, Wicholls, Haines, Currie, Hewson, 
Colhoun, Patterson, 12.) 

PBOC. AMBK. PHILOS. SOC. I. XXX. PRINTED JUNE 4, 1884. 



Oct.— Nov. 4b« 1816. 

Donations from Messrs. Dunn, Jos. Engles, Vaughan, Du- 
ponceau, London Geological Society and New York Histori- 
cal Society. 

Henry's Chemistry, 7th English edition, imported by the 
Librarian, was bought by the Society. 

A copy of the Transactions was ordered to be sent to the 
Mass. Antiquarian Society. 

1816. Oct. 4. (Wistar ; Patterson, DuPonceau, General 
Pinckney, Vaughan, Short, Correa, Collins, Colhoun, Cloud, 
Barnwell, Nieholls, Gummere, Mease, Hembel, Hewson, Pol- 
lock, Patterson, 18.) 

Committee on Transactions reported progress. 

Donations from Vaughan, Camper, Ronaldson and London 
Royal Society. 

" Description of Ancient Fortification near Lexington, 
Ky.," by W. C. W. Short, was referred to Patterson, Correa 
and DuPonceau. 

" Height of the Mountains in Virginia." Dr. Hewson was 
directed to obtain information of the late Gen. "Williams' 
observations. 

1816. Oct. 18. (Patterson ; and 21 others.) 

Short's paper was reported for publication. 

Donations from Delaplaine, Good, Hosack, Vaughan, Rob- 
ertson. 

" A plan for calculating surd decimal fractions," was re- 
ferred to Patterson and Patterson. 

Election of four new members : Rev. Abiel Holmes, D.D., 
Cambridge, Mass. ; Isaac Thomas, Worcester, Mass., Pres't 
Antiq. S. ; Carlo Botta ; Jared Mansfield, Prof. 1ST. Phil., U. 
S. M. A., West Point. 

1816. Nov. 1. (Wistar ; and 9 others.) 
Donation from Mr. Pennington. 



Nov.— Dec. 46 1 * 1816. 

" On an improved Piston," by P. A. Browne, was referred 
to Colhoun, Patterson and Allison. 

" On the Natural History of the Rattlesnake and Horned 
Snake," by Dr. Collin, was referred to Hewsonj "Wistar and 
James. 



1816. Nov. 15. (DuPonceau ; and 15 others.) 

Mansfield's paper reported for publication. 

Committee on " Surd Dec. Fractions" reported adversely. 

Donations from Ferber, R. Walsh, Jr., Astley and 
Vaughan. 

"Complete Solution of Rittenhouse's Problem (Trans., 
Vol. Ill)," in a letter from Eugenius Nulty, was referred to 
Patterson, Patterson and J. Biddle. 

Set of Trans, to be sent to the Lit. and P. S., New York. 

M. Le Sueur exhibited drawings of fishes found in the 
lakes and rivers of the United States. Thanks voted. 



1816. Dec. 6. (Tilghman ; and 14 others.) 

Board of Officers reported the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the next meeting : 

" That it be recommended .... to publish the Laws .... for insti- 
tuting the Historical Com. and other Laws made since the publication of 
the Laws in 1814. 

" That it be recommended .... to raise the annual contribution of 
the Resident Members from two to five dollars per annum." 

Dr. Barton's proposal (May 7, 1813) relative to the size 
of the volume, was read by Mr. Vaughan for consideration 
at the next meeting. 

Nulty's paper reported for publication. 

" A Grammar of the language of the Lenni Lenapi (Dela- 
ware) Indians, translated from the German MS. of David 
Zeisberger, and presented to the Society by P. S. DuPon- 
ceau," was received with a vote of thanks, and referred to 
Wistar, Cooper and Collins. 



Dec— Jan. 468 1816—1817. 

Bust of Turgot, presented by Dupont de Nemours. 
Thanks voted. 

Donations from Josh. Gilpin, Melish, R. Rush, Mrs. Bar- 
ton, J. Utzschneider, DuPonceau and Nicholls. 

1816. Dec. 20. (Patterson ; and 15 others.) 

Donations from Vaughan, Camper, Michaux, Sully, War- 
den. 

Transactions : Dr. Barton's proposal to repeal Art. V, Sec. 
5, of the By-Laws, was considered, and it was resolved to 
repeal a part of it, so as to make the size 4°. 

BesoUed, That the By-Laws be printed as recommended by the B. of 
O., "together with the most important By-Laws and Proceedings of 
the Hist. Com., which that Com. shall deem necessary. To match those 
printed in 1814. 

Resolved, That the annual contribution shall be $5.00. 

No communications for the Magellanic Premium. 
Auditing Committee, Haines and Colhoun. 

1817. Jan'y 8. (R. Patterson, DuPonceau, Hembel, Col- 
lin, Vaughn [sic], Hall, Stoughton, Currie, Chapman, 
Haines.) 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Caspar Wistar. 

Vice-Presidents — Patterson, Tilghman, DuPonceau. 
Secretaries — James, R. M. Patterson, Dorsey, W. P. C. 
Barton. 

Councillors — Cooper, Gibson, Chapman, Colhoun. 
Councillor for one year—W. Hembel, Jr. 
Curators — Collins, Cloud, Hewson. 
Treasurer — Vaughn [sic]. 

1817. Jan'y 17. (Duponceau ; and 19 others.) 

Donations from Henning and Meredith. 
Vaughan [sic] and Patterson appointed a Committee to 
receive proposals for leasing the vacant rooms of the Society. 



